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Raycast Alternatives for AI
Automation: 7 Tools Ranked
Seven Raycast alternatives that actually automate work with AI, ranked by what they do
— not by who pays the most affiliate commission.

Raycast is the launcher most people compare everything else against. It's fast, the extension

ecosystem is real, and Raycast AI works well enough that you forget it's there. But it's macOS-only,

the AI features sit behind a paid plan, and "launcher with AI bolted on" is no longer the only way to

think about this category. The interesting AI automation tools have stopped pretending to be

launchers — they're terminals, IDEs, and agentic shells that happen to launch things.

This roundup covers seven alternatives, ranked by how much actual work they automate. Some are

direct launcher replacements; some are adjacent tools that absorb most of what you'd use Raycast for

anyway. If you're on Windows or Linux, half of this list is the only conversation worth having.

The 7 Raycast alternatives worth considering

1. Raycast — Score: 9.1

Including Raycast itself because most people land here looking for a reason to leave and don't find

one. Raycast Pro's AI features (chat, quick AI, AI commands tied to selected text) are genuinely

useful, the extension store has matured, and the Pro plan with unlimited AI is reasonable if you live

in the launcher. Real limitations: macOS only, AI requires Pro, and the team has been slow on cross-

device sync. If you're on macOS and AI automation is the priority, this is still the floor.

Best for: macOS users who want a polished launcher with first-party AI commands.

Pricing: Free tier, Pro at $8/mo (annual) for AI, Teams at $12/user/mo.

2. Claude Code — Score: 9.0

Not a launcher. A terminal-resident agent that's eaten most of what people used launchers for: search

files, run scripts, automate multi-step workflows, edit code, query APIs. The skills and subagents

system means you can build domain-specific automations once and call them by name — closer to a

programmable shell than a chat window. If your "launcher use" is really "I want to run AI-powered

workflows over my filesystem and tools," this replaces Raycast entirely for that slice.



Best for: Developers whose Raycast use was already 70% scripts and AI prompts.

Pricing: Free with Claude Pro ($20/mo) or Max ($100–200/mo); pay-as-you-go via API.

3. Alfred — Score: 8.4

The original. Alfred's Powerpack workflow system is more powerful than Raycast's extension model if

you're willing to build, and the AI integration via community workflows (OpenAI, Anthropic, local

models) is solid. No first-party AI suite, which is the catch — you're assembling it. macOS only. The

audience here is people who built a Powerpack workflow library years ago and don't want to migrate

it.

Best for: Long-time Alfred users with an existing workflow library who want to add AI on their own

terms.

Pricing: Free; Powerpack £34 one-time, Mega Supporter £59 for lifetime upgrades.

4. Warp — Score: 8.3

Warp turned the terminal into an AI launcher. Natural-language command generation, agent mode

for multi-step work, blocks instead of a scrollback dump. If you spend real time in a terminal, Warp

absorbs a lot of "open Raycast, search, paste" friction by letting you just say what you want. Cross-

platform (macOS, Linux, Windows), which is a meaningful advantage over Raycast/Alfred.

Best for: Engineers who want AI automation where they already work — the terminal.

Pricing: Free tier with limited AI requests; Pro at $20/mo, Turbo at $40/mo for higher AI quotas.

5. Cursor — Score: 8.2

Same logic as Claude Code but in an IDE. Cursor's command palette (Cmd-K), agent mode, and

codebase-aware chat handle most of the "AI on selected text / AI over my project" use cases people

lean on Raycast for. Cross-platform. The pitch only works if your day is mostly inside an editor — if it

is, Cursor + a basic OS launcher beats Raycast Pro for AI work.

Best for: Developers who live in an IDE and want AI automation contextual to the codebase.

Pricing: Free hobby tier; Pro at $20/mo; Business at $40/user/mo.

6. Flow Launcher — Score: 7.6

Windows-native, open source, plugin ecosystem, and a reasonable AI plugin layer (OpenAI, local

LLMs via Ollama). On Windows this is the obvious Raycast analogue and it's free. Doesn't have a

polished first-party AI product, but the plugin community has filled in chat, translate, and quick-AI

commands. Setup is fiddlier than Raycast — that's the price of free and open.



Best for: Windows users who want a Raycast-shaped tool without leaving the platform.

Pricing: Free, open source.

7. Windsurf — Score: 7.8

Cursor's main IDE competitor, with Cascade as its agentic flow. Same general thesis: the IDE is the

new launcher for engineering work. Windsurf's Cascade agent handles longer-horizon tasks well, and

the recent pricing changes made the entry tier more usable. Slightly behind Cursor on raw command-

palette ergonomics, slightly ahead on agent autonomy depending on the model you run.

Best for: Developers who want a Cursor-style IDE but prefer Windsurf's agent model.

Pricing: Free tier; Pro at $15/mo; Teams at $35/user/mo.

Comparison table

Tool Score Platforms AI built-in Starting price

Raycast 9.1 macOS Yes (Pro) Free / $8 mo

Claude Code 9.0 macOS, Linux, Windows Yes $20 mo (Pro)

Alfred 8.4 macOS Via workflows Free / £34 once

Warp 8.3 macOS, Linux, Windows Yes Free / $20 mo

Cursor 8.2 macOS, Linux, Windows Yes Free / $20 mo

Windsurf 7.8 macOS, Linux, Windows Yes Free / $15 mo

Flow Launcher 7.6 Windows Via plugins Free

Final picks
Best overall on macOS: Raycast. Still the floor for launcher + AI on Mac.

Best for developers, any platform: Claude Code. If your launcher use is really scripted

AI workflows, this replaces it.

Best on Windows: Flow Launcher for free, Warp if your work is terminal-heavy.

Best if you live in an IDE: Cursor. Pair it with a thin OS launcher and you'll forget

Raycast existed.



Best for existing Alfred users: Alfred with AI workflows. Don't migrate something that

works.

The honest read on this category: "Raycast alternative" is increasingly the wrong question. The AI

automation people want is moving into the terminal and the editor, not the launcher. Pick the tool

that matches where you already spend your time — that's where the automation pays off.
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